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THE Equitable life assurance society of the united states 

1285 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10019 


DENIS W. LORINC, F. S. A. 
Vice President and Actuary 


December 21, 1983 


Dear Tett, 

I am asking your help in a small effort to improve relations between 
dealers and collectors. 

You are familiar with my active role in the Early American Coppers 
Club (EAC). You're also aware, I'm sure, that many copper collectors are 
dissatisfied with professional coin dealers. Some of their complaints 
are absolutely legitimate, and dealers should be made aware of them. 

At the EAC national convention in March of 1984, I will give a talk 
entitled "Collectors and Dealers, a Two-Way Street." I am soliciting 
your input for this talk. For example. 


What responsibilities does a dealer have toward a collector? 

What complaints do collectors have against dealers? What do the 
dealers do that they shouldn't, and what don't they do that they 
should? 

What can dealers do to improve dealer-collector relations? 


Please send me your suggestions. I guarantee complete anonymity 
(unless you specifically request otherwise). A self-addressed stamped 
envelope is enclosed for your convenience. 

Better relations between dealers and collectors will surely benefit 
both parties. Please help me in this effort. 


Sincerely 



Denis W. Coring 



THE Equitable life assurance societyof the united states 

1285 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10019 
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?/2’7/73:41, RoMnson S.Brown Jr., Brown;8S', $5,060 (opened $2150). 
State VI. AU. 

James B.Wilson, Elder 21:993 (10/00/08), H.Chapman. EF. 
F.C.C.Boyd, NN, PT 1957 to Dorothy Paschal, NN 50:980 
(12/6-7/57), Harold S.Bareford, 9/13/85 to Herman “Hy" Halperntjj^ 
EF+. 

George Roehling, NN 59:1200, R.E.Naftzger Jr., D.W.Loring, ?, 
Jess Peters 84:837 (9/00/76), ?, R.L.Hughes 2/78:57, Bon Cooper, 
Gwyn Houston, Kagin 327:237 (6/4-5/82), Kagin 2/1/86:4128^ State 
VI. "EF": AU hut nicks on and around nose. 

Henry C.Hines, Homer K.Downing, 52 ANA:1706, W.H.Sheldon, ?. 

EF. 

Barney Bluestone, Judge Joseph Sawicki, Stack's 2/54:593, 
Dcrothy Paschal, Myles Z.Gerson, Denis W.Loring. EF. 

Carl Wurtchach, W.H.Sheldon, NN 50:981 (12/6-7-57), C.Romano 
' WQrthy Coin,' . BT. 

George H.Clapp, ANS, ?. EF. 

3 Tor of 5 Buried S-75 

Double Leaves 

Obverse 2. Cracked from rim between 95 to top of 9 and bust. 

Reverse B. D o’uble leaf at t^ of right branch . All leaves are 
in pairs except the three singles at TE(S) and OF. Berries 5-4. 
Eejxz kqlc'w right bow . Tliree center dots. U and ST low. C E N 
widely spaced. Long die scratch from outer leaf point below IT 









pointing to E; another down from right upright of N(I); others in 
field, most prominently at OF AMERICA and both ribbons. CIs It a 



joining IT? Is this always j>resent?D 


Edge: Normally lettered as before; but see Remarks. 

Die states; I. Crack r. of 9 and scattered traces of die rust 
(mostly near date) as in 2, state V. 

II. Double clash marks below S 0. 

III. Rev. Crack, rim above A through tops of ME. C.E.Clapp, 




IV. Crack, rim opposite mouth to tops of RTY. Rust advances 
in right field. Rev. Triple clash marks below S 0. REN. 

V. Obverse buckling, most prominently at date and left. Rust 
advanced. Delicate crack, rim slanting up to cap. The crack 
through RTY extends through tops of IBE to rim above L. Reverse 
beginning to buckle. French;90, REIN; G.W.Rice, ANS. 

VI. Buckling obliterates A(M), evidently related to the crack 
of state III. Num 3/57. 

Equivalents: Sheldon 75. Doughty 67. McGirk 2A. Clapp-Newcomb 
3. EAC 3. Encyclopedia 1671. 

Rarity 3, low. This variety constitutes the majority of 1795 
Lettered Edge coins. 


Remarks: Often on defective planchets; even mint state 





uSU)[o^ ^ 

survivors show granularity or minute pit marks. Som^t^e^^^^lh 

foreign matter adhering to reverse die, so that areas around ONE 

CENT look as though flakes had come off planchet. 

Probably aibout 24,000 coined: three days' work. 

In the Smithsonian Institution is a mint s±ate specimen 

overstruck on a Talbot, Allum & Lee tokerw weight 147.4 grains = 

K<5 fr*^ »»- 

9.551 grams. edge lettering^that of the token. This may 

have been a set-up trial or some other kind of experimental 

striking. Its light weight rules out any intention to overstrike 

tokens for circulation. This piece was in the Mint Cabinet 

Collections inventory in 1859, and almost certainly formed part of 

Adam Eckfeldt's original archival collection (1792-1839), which 

became the nucleus of the National Collection. Regrettably, it 

could not be located for photography when Jack Collins 

photographed the Smithsonian / Mint Cabinet half cent holdings. 


Donald Botteron reported a specimen with plain edge, 187.37 
grs. = 12.141 gms. Penny Wise 29, p.61 (VI 2, 3/15/1972). All such 
specimens represent not an intentional sub-variety but mint errors 
(like similar coins dated 1793 and 1794). The blank missed the 
edge marking process before going to press. Beware cast and 


/yoarr 
m 5-75 


electrotype copies (check ring and edge). Weight standard, 208 


^ on- Oct. 4, 1985, James Livingston showed me one struck oi 
"straight clip" (end of strip), with part of A DOLLAR on the 


on a 


straight segment. Ccan we get this for the Oops 1 chapter?! 

^ (JlLK • 






Condition Census C3/87D 

C.T.Whitman, SHfitHC 00:831 (8/00/1893), John G.Mills, SH&HC 
00:1246 (4/00/04), ?, Dr. James O.Sloss, 9/58 to R.E.Naftzger Jr. 




Gem Unc. ' ' 

Adam Eckfeldt, Mint Cabinet, Smithsonian Institution. (Jem 
Unc., overstruck on a token; see Remarks. 

Arthur C.Fritz, Rudolph KohlUerTJ, Fed.Coin Exch. FPL 1952, 
Harold S.Earefcrd, 9/13/85 to Herman "Hy'’ Halpern’. Gem Unc. 

England, Charles Cole, Dr. Peter G. Anderson. CHioice Unc. 
Louis Helfenstein, 1961 to a L.I. coll. Choice Unc. 

Emanuel Taylor, R.E.Naftzger Jr. Choice Unc. 

England, NN MBS 3/73:42, R.Tettenhorst. Unc. 

Dr. George P.French, Mehl FPL 1929:90, H.A.Sternberg, 

Morgenthau 305:13 (4/00/33), T.James Clarke, 1950 to W.H.Sheldon, 

« 

4/19/72 to R.E.Naftzger Jr., Stack's 7/81:1509 (Auction 81), Stl(^n 
Kesselman, R.E.Naftzger Jr. Unc. 

T.James Clarke, 10/54 to R.E.Naftzger Jr., Kosoff 10/59:26, 
Philip E.Eenedetti, 1964 ANA:48 (Fed.Brand Enterp.) Unc. 

Virgil K.Brand, ?, Charles R.Mathewson, Copley CC, 5/55 to 
Dorothy Paschal, Charles E.Harrison. Unc. 

Stack's, PT ca. 1949, Raymond Gallo, Kosoff 10/61:89, Gene 
Reale, Louis Helfenstein, Merkin 8/14/64:6, F.E.Knoble, Merkin 
4/00/70:421, C.Douglas Smith, Dr. Jesse Borden, Dr. Robert J. 
Shalowitz, Jim McGuigan. Unc. 

Dr. Herbert Ketterman, James A.Hayes, Stack's 4/00/83:1104, 


Herman "Hy" Halpern,^Unc. ^ 

Georae F.Seavey, 1873:232, Lorin 


Parmelee, NYC&S 6/00/1890 


:709, Paritelee, Harlan P.Smith, SH&HC 00:1082 (5/00/06), Howard R. 
Newcomb, 8/44 to George H.Clapp, ANS. Unc. 

W.S.Lincoln & Son (London), 1891 to B.H.Collins, B.Max Mehl 

personal coll. Unc. 

James B.Wilson, Elder 21:992 (10/00/08), Virgil M.Bran^JFnc. 
RARCOA, NERCG FPL 17 (5/74). Unc. 

4a Tip of 5 Pierces Bust S-76a 

ONE CENT High 


Obverse 3. Tip of 5 buried in bust . L almost touches cap. LI 
closer together than on previous obverses. IBE all lean to right, 
sc that each letter looks lower than its right hand neighbor. 
Junction of forelock and brow below right foot of T. 

Reverse C. ONE CENT high. Triple leaf at ED. Berries 5-5. 
Denominator skewed left, 1 out from under fraction bar, numerator 
above right curve of first 0. 

Edge: Normally lettered as before. But see Remarks below. 

Die states: I. Perfect dies. Van Cleave;^others^ 

II. Light double clash marks below cap, at chin and neck, and 
at wreath near RICA. PiN, ill. PW. 

III. Heavier clash marks on both sides, four sets in all. 
Rice, ANS, others. 




Equivalents: Sheldon 76a. Doughty 66. McGirk lA. 


Clapp-Newcomb 4. EAC 4. Encyclopedia 1673. 


Rarity 5. 


3 


r 


Remarks: Probably about 3,000 coined before Boudinot stopped 
the operation, Oct. 27. The entire 37,000 minted at this weight 
standard must have taken 4 jto 6 working days. 


A few specimens are )i^own on normal thick planchets but with 
t 


plain edge. The only one that has been publicized is, or at least 
was, in the C.Douglas Smith collection. Cweight of his coin?] A 
Baltimore dealer has one weighing 196.8 grs. = 12.75 gms. Such 


specimens are apparently, like the occasional plain edge coins of 
n9S.'ltWr<, 

1793 and l'^94, mint errors: blanks reached press without having 
A 

gone through the Castaing machine for "rounding and edge marking." 




If you are in doubt, weigh your coin; standard weight for 4a is 
20S grains = 13.476 grams, for 4b is 168 grs. = 10.89 gms. 

"Apparently the change to the thin planchets preceded the I OOO.BT 


abandonment of the edge lettering, as a few examples are found 
with a comparatively thin planchet and lettered edge. One such 
coin is known in MS-70 condition."—Sheldon, EAC , p.l45; PW, pp. 


W/S ' 

/ /T^ 

f(,r cii^ 
0)0aiL 


145-6. CJack; What does Ted's coin weigh?] ^ 

‘‘W< kjVT. flu if, yii 


CCT 34 • lo 

Condition Census C3/87] 


Carl Wurtzbach, Virgil M.Brand, B.G.Johnson, 1940 to C.David 
Pierce, Hollinbeck-Kagin FPL 1945:16, W.H.Sheldon, 4/19/72 to R.E. 



Naftzger Jr. Gem Unc. See Remarks above CWeight?D. 

Joseph J.Mickley, Woodward 10:1954 (10/1867), Richard B. 
Winsor, SHStHC 00:840 (12/00/1895), Charles Steigerwalt, Col. James 
W.Ellsworth, Wayte Raymond, Howard R.Newcomb, 8/44 to George H. 


Clapp, ANS. AU. r. 

England, fall 1951 to Thomas P.Warfield, Assoc. 10/55:195, 
Allen McDowell. "Almost EF": EF+ with smaU 
below 


^ounterstamp 


Cwhat initials on coun terstamp?] 

George W. "Hank" Rodgers, John W. Adams, Denis W.Coring, 1972 
to Robinson S.Brown Jr., Brown:100, $3,300 (opened $1,000). H^ 
"Almost EF": EF+ with edge dents. Most likely the piece that came 
from England in fall 1951 with preceding; Tom Warfield, offered 
both, preferred the one with counterstamp. 

Carl Kurtzbach, Charles Wheeler, 1976 ANA:349 (Stack's), G. 
Lee Kuntz. "n^+": A.lmost EF but edge dents. 

Alfred Bonard, French's 5/67 to R.E.Naftzger Jr., NN 
11'14-15 ' "^3;396 , Herb Silberman. "VF+": Almost EF, field nicks. 


edge dents. 

"Anderson Dupont", Stack's 9/00/54:103, Dorothy Paschal, 
Charles E. Harrison. VF. 

Del Bland, 1957, William H. Smith (Eureka), Dr. Charles L. 
Ruby, Sup. 2/00/74:410, Fred Werner, Sup. 11/76:50, Dr. Willard J. 
Carmel, Jack H. Beymer,^ VF.^ ^ I. 

Herman S. Bernstein, Imperial Coin Co. 2/55:38. VF. 

ANS, W.H.Sheldon, 2/48 to Judge Thomas L.Gaskill, NN, PT 1956 
to Dorothy Paschal, NN 50:984 (12/6-7/57). F+. 

Frank H. Masters Jr., RARCOA 5/71:85, W.R.T.Smith, F+. 








II. Issues of Dec. 1795—March 1796 
Plain Edge, Thin Planchet 

After Boudinot Interrupted cent coinage, he wrote to Pres. 
Washington Dec. 3, recommending that the official weight of the 
cent be reduced. Accordingly, Washington gave verbal orders that 
beginning Dec. 27, 1795, cents should thereafter weigh 7 dwt = 168 
grains = 10.89 grains. Boudinot promptly directed worlcmen to cut 
cent planchets at the new weight. 

Copper prices later went down, and cent coinage thereafter 
began to yield a profit to the Mint. 

Some of the earliest cents struck at the new weight (4b 
early, 5) were apparently made on blanks from John Anthony's 
shipment of 6,476 lbs., recorded as received Dec. 26. Either 
Boudinot jumped the gun, or work must have gone on nightlong; the 
first 20,000 pieces were coined on Dec. 27, the next 25,000 on 
Dec. 31. Other sheet copper purchases followed in February 1796, 
mostly for 1'795 plain edge coins; 


Date 

Pounds 

Source 


2/8 

2,418 

George 

& Henry Wescott 

2/9 

7,490 

Alexander Bilsland & Co 

2/13 

1,657 

Thomas 

& John Clifford 

2/27 

2,494 

George 

& Henry Wescott 


Table after Julian C1965}, flS^SE}; Stewart €1924}, pp. 72-3. 
Some of these were used also for 1796 Liberty Caps. According 
Julian, about half the 501,500 plain edge 1795's were made from 


these sheet copper purchases, half on blanks made from remelted 
clippings. There is no way to distinguish among these copper 
sources, except that the coins struck from remelted clippings are 
more likely to show planchet defects. Director Boudinot Insisted 
that subsequent copper purchases be In «he€t^Cor«; scrap copper 
had to be melted, cast into ingots,-and the ingots rolled into 
strip for cutting into blanks. Between the extra expense for 
additional processing, and the risk of breakdown of the Mint's 
primitive rolling mills, any per-pound savings on scrap copper 
would be false economy. g 

The following represent all deliveries^believed to include 
1795 plain edge cents. Often, the Coiner recorde4 deliveries a 
day or two after the actual coinage. This explains deliveries too 
large to have been coined in a single day, and extra deld,Yerles on 
a single day. 


Delivered 

Amount 

12/27 

20,000 

12/31 

25,000 

1/12/96 

59,000 

1/29 

44,000 

1/?? 

15,000 

1/?? 

5,750 

2/1 

250 

2/2 

10,000 

2/4 

15,000 

2'10 

30,000 

2'11 

15,000 


j — - - 

1/1/1796 . 


Remarks' 

Date coined. Delivered 
Same comment. Anthony copper. 
4b, as last two. Del'd 1/16. 
From melted c 


\ 


clippings? 


Wescott copper? 

Probably coined earlier 







2/11 

15,000 


2/16 

30,000 

Bilsland copper? 

2/17 

15,000 

Probably coined earlier 

2/17 

15,000 


2/19 

15,000 

Clifford copper? 

2/22 

15,000 


2/25 

15,000 

Probably coined earlier 

2/25 

15,000 


3/1 

15,000 

Wescott (II) copper? 

n / -} 

15,000 

From melted clippings? 

3^4 

15,000 


3/5 

15,000 

Probably coined earlier 

3/5 

15,000 


3/8 

16,000 


3/9 

17,000 


3/12 

3/12 

3,000 

500 

Total 

501,500 




7 

More freaks or mint errors survive among 179^ plain edge and 
1797 cents than of all other years 1793-1857 together. Many others 
were cut down to make half cent planchets. These episodes of 


abandonment of quality control may reflect a combination of high 
coinage quotas and low morale. Csee chapter Oops!?l 



TheE OUITABLE 

Financial Companies 


"A 


Denis W. Loring, FSA 

Vice President & Actuary 


\L XM - 




PCP5 ^ w> f 






D£N!3 W. LOFuNU 
' P.O, BOX 363 
HBN YORK, NY 10101 


p, 5 UoiJL? JL ^ ^ 



^-Ar c\ 


TheE OUITABLE 

Financial Companies 


ll/^ 


Denis W. Loring 

Vice President & Actuary 


r.p, 

f 

2SXSOCO Sixo-IOK I0l(-20fi. 20it-t 
‘'b»i^A“;;sobo«ic.5^ 

'»r iPl 

0? CGjLU 3 idxJl 

(Mvf ict. ^ 51<2 jA)io. 

Osih ^8:*^' ^ 

jjlgjX A^AJi— . 

ti. T. ■ 2U-877-^'ia8 . ^ 

,TV o V. . 3P,, 




212 554-3316 





ThBE OUITABLE 

Financial Companies 


Denis W. Loring, FSA 

Vice President & Actuary 


/!■ TJI - 



DENIS W. LOHiNG 
P.O. BOX 363 
NEW YORK, NY 10101 




TheE OUITABLE 

Financial Companies 




Denis W. Loring 

Vice President & Actuary 


Mm 








OtJlJ? (^Xjuj2r ot- 0^ . 

(M- IS33 '4,, ^ 2«um. vCT i>a- w/. 183 3 

tJlL “'■^ 


oJLiLulaT OjQ- 'xamsX^ cu. 









, J iS. U ^<. (Thua. ^ ^ ^ 

whoa ^ 

" ^ CaXu^s. tiw^ , ’-Jm 

ti^ ^ ^ >.JulIL^. 


V- 


-O-u ; 




i>€N«a W. LUh.N j 
P.O. BOX 383 
»^»FV/VORK. NY 


R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


S', mo 


'TLuAaaJi^^ -CorA a:Jbj%M^ ijAJUL/y 

N)elJ“- aJl . TLe ju£i <x vAAAi^^Ja. . H tov^^ 

CJtJ^ ' ^ JLi- ^ . MjL^ A/Wj3 A4> Lt^ 

4iAA^€-- '4'^UlA J^ 

'jj, ^v|c>^ CejxX^ <s-< 

'JlO (fitLi/y AJLOUiJBf^ '4tP j{> . 

Itr A. ;iQ,^~ejLAt-^ ‘ 

■ "TLuuk^. 

XA\ (7^S 4^ tcWii j\ilAjj<jiM 

(0^^ <^. 4o o jj_ j 

nj^ jui^A,^-,J!jMMj2£i ^ ^ -- 

na.Au/' '•■ftuAM^^ p^uCc.Ai2<D uJtyijt \a^ '-^'Ljjt^ 

cJi*J!MA ><Xm-|^>A^-44-C6^ t>l aJL^O^ /JjMaj Uuu^ 

#aJ) jLi^2. . 

■^iL/VLAtl^^ :: ll^S ^f {SyusLdX^r^^ 

Cp'La^ LA /a^AMO^A dA^ ^+Cjua (j71 ys^ 

ujic^ ^hJ^AAqA. ^ kiUAd <L4^|yUi/^^ -iuo dAJLUC^A-yf^ 

H'IoLav * 0^ uo /7f^ 

ijLi^ V«aU& f^j ouoJ? >f(ip sdiM ^ fl95 • 
dTtu-ft L6 '■^ is^iL Vrt/iflD^ itAAjLfclL. 6A^^ '4 Ll^ itiMoAoJ) 

siSt*^ ^ aajtSl N^yuuA4liU.<>'«u^(ly 6-^ \aAk/- '+(^wa, 

(a^4LiA^ aAo^ y ^izk <9^ S-UjO^ ‘W* . 



Vo 

__ . TU^ 5 

[r?5 tx>e>uL'^4^ *<JL kJuAJz 








: uJoliiMU '-Hjl &>U94iS^ 

(mJI jJUaaA^I iur^ CiZt ^ 

j^jUhJi 4^ >0»a eAn>^ . X Ux>^ . 

CZ^yeM, Hist Cf>^ eX*^y V 4^ 'f^yvog. 

v^t^N^J^;fcfi^ AJUjo^ic <^ 'M.wJL. pr^fl^UiAii-d ^ A^ui) 'itj^ 'iLaXA 
U3^ji>te A>e. cXfc-A^ 4 a Wiu>- X 

VAAflU/j (AJU>e LijfiAA. 4nUJ^ jJuUjl^ - JW 
^ VA<-cr eji*^ kAA*w“ Auyve. ? / juo Zt Us^sZ^ 

cr^ n^4?) OJiKi ^AjuJ^ 2m. ts^ C7f^ '(4) 

>AW^4t.^wMA>A bJ^J^ 4iA4» A ^Aro^ >UMpAiLA4<!^ 

^4a^ J5t 

J ozfcit ujiil^ GUaIJO '^A. 

^^tLA^AAJBrtA ^ A-U-?. 4^ fX *2 . 


'pUxAje. ^Ajt&^&l^ (jD^A^ A '4«x«;' 0^ ti>^IUl^ 4V. 

A\xnxrunJ^ fsJijLi^^ UlZoa^A. 'MjZmm^ 

\ju>fiA^ o^|ft-|XA^6^r-eA, ^ CMT'^-yyu^ ^ 'fV aSiyL iittZA/Mj u>n-^ 

d2MAJtrZ£i,AJA^ ■ 

j)\)l)L ^uA^jg fa^- TUa ^^aaaA /\jJijJtj^fn^ ixr*^ 

o;r tU 4W . ^ 

y^ (U>M •{ }Mi^ jdby lu4^ ca^ <^ Ml 

/7|i^ ^5 ^JCZajd^. ^ 0. 41Jaa ^ a.*4xjAi: 

OMAAJi^lLjy^j^^ fi^U^ 4^ /^MuM 

Z 0(7 ^ 4W ^ ^ 

o-vs. JUjtct -u->«-i.Jj2ct ^ uytuLiA. \U?VtxW 

'fV '* (lAnV\ • 

4 o IK->aaa^ / 

'TM 





Rare cents for sale - serious inquiries invited. 


/o4-9o 


1792 silver Center Cent. Eleven known, according to Breen's 
encyclopedia. This is his #7, ex Mickley-Cohen-Wurtzbach-Brand- 
Roper-Stack's 12/83:425. VF-30, planchet defect at upper reverse. 

1792 Birch cent, two stars on edge. One of two known, and one of about 
nine genuine Birch cents known of all types. Ex Lauder-Doyle 12/83:235. 
AG-3/BS-1, perfectly clean and smooth. 


1799/8 S-188, VF-25/30, and 1804 S-266c, XF-45. The 1799/8 is CC-5 ex 
Robinson 395. The 1804 is tied for CC-4, ex Leo Young-Heritage 11/89:489. 
Sold as a pair only. 


1812 S-290, MS-64, 
faded. Ex Pine Tree 
collectors' hands. 


Full cartwheel; full mint red, lightly and evenly 
3/76:2434. Second finest 1812 (of any variety) 
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DENIS W. LORiNQ 
P.O. BOX 363 
NPiA/YORK. NY 10101 





R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


June 3, 1991 


Mr. and Mrs. Denis Loring 

P. 0. Box 363 

New York, NY 10101 


Dear Donna and Denis: 

Your letter to the Harvard Magazine was wonderful! I enjoyed it immensely. 

In fact, I sent a copy of the letter to my thirty-six year old unmarried M.D. 
daughter in Washington, D.C. Do you think that she will understand that it 
is a hint from her father? I suppose she will; she is pretty bright, like 
the two of you (Summa, Phi Beta Kappa, even if only from that New Haven insti¬ 
tution). 

Thank you for writing such an enthusiastic letter. 



R. Tettenhorst 


m 



R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


June 20, 1991 


Mr. Denis Loring 
P. 0. Box 363 
New York, NY 10101 


Dear Denis: 

Enclosed is an updated list of my proof coins. Since I did not have any new 
large cents to add, I thought I would give you my full list of proof coins 
for this period, not including the half cents, of course. Please treat this 
list with full confidentiality. 

If you look at the list you can see why I was so pleased to be able to buy 
the 1834 large cent in the Starr Sale without having to pay the N7 price. 
The 1834 proof set, lacking the large cent, was my first early proof purchase 
for my typeset, twenty-five years ago. It brightened it up considerably and 
convinced me to aim for a typeset in proof wherever possible. The 1853s, 1854s, 
and 1855s followed, as did the 1796s, to which you helped me add a large cent. 

If you look at the list carefully, you can see why I have been looking for 
a proof 1831 half dollar and a proof 1853 half dime for a long time. If you 
ever hear of either of these. . . 

Regards to Donna. I am looking forward to seeing you in Chicago. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 


m 


Enclosure 


CO/NlS 




(?ai 
iX 
>3. 

. Ji.'l 
RS 
% 

>1 
xi 
>1 

30 

31 

3X 
33 
3i 
35 
3i 

n 

i-? 

3*1 

io 

>J\ 

43- 

43 

4^ 

47 
4« 

44 
50 
ri 

ia v/ 

53 'V' 

54 ^ 

55 i/' 

56 

57 


cefJT-s 


DIH€S 


i^mes 










v/^ 

a/ 

v/ 


1 / 


1 / 


/ 0/31 jj‘10 






V'^ 


V' 




Su^tJ 


0\)Mtrx(:H halt tOLLftRi 

06LI 




XRlH&S 


}/ 


y 


1 / 

v/^ 




.,v^ 


v/ 


y 


x/ 

\> 

V 


..vl^' 

v/ 

vX 

















































































































R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


August 22, 1991 


Mr. Denis Loring 
P. 0. Box 363 
New York, NY 10101 


Dear Denis: 

I have just checked the grading of the three proof large cents that you asked 
me to inspect, as well as the questioned 1854. It was not an enjoyable job. 

I suppose that many EACers who have looked at some of their early acquisitions 
with eyes subsequently sharpened by exposure to EAC grading standards have 
been sim:|^larly disappointed. 

In any case, attached are my notes which are as objective as I can make them. 

The next time you are in St. Louis for business or for EAC '92, I would like 
to show them to you and see if you agree with my evaluations. 

Another item is enclosed. At the ANA In Chicago, I finally acquired the 1794 
C9 Gl half cent which was bought back by the consignor in Auction '90, Lot 
1003. In that catalogue there was a reference to the possibility that the 
coin might have come from a Wayte Ra 3 nnond price list in 1925. Research following 
up on this kind of information is remarkably easy for me. It consists of walking 
about forty feet. Guess who had a copy in his library? 

Because the Wayte Raymond bulletin also included some information about a number 
of proof or proof-like large cents, I thought you would be interested in having 
a copy of that section as well, in case you have not previously seen it. The 
prices are not a very good guide to today's values. 


Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 
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DENIS V«. LOSlNOi 
« P.O.BOX 383 
NEW YORK, NY 10101 



R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


December 23, 1991 


VIA REGISTERED MAIL 


Mr. Denis Loring 
P. 0. Box 363 
New York, NY lOlOl 


Dear Denis: 

Enclosed is the 1852 proof. This will complete our transaction in which you 
sent me an 1842 proof large cent and a 1794 brockage in return for the enclosed 
coin and the $4,500 check which I sent to Ken Goldman. 

Also, I believe we discussed your giving me a "soft" right of first refusal 
to repurchase this 1852 proof large cent should you ever dispose of it. This 
means that I am to have the first right to repurchase it unless my doing so 
would adversely affect your ability to sell your entire group of proof large 
cents or in some other way adversely affect you financially. 

Thanks very much for initiating and persevering in this transaction. 


Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


May 11, 1992 


Mr. Denis Loring 
P. 0. Box 363 
New York, NY 10101 


Dear Denis: 

Thanks for the pedigree information on the large cents. As we discussed, I 
will get back to you during the week of May 18. 

Enclosed is a copy of the most recent issue of La Belle France . This is the 
tourist newsguide to France that I mentioned to you. Marilyn and I have found 
it to be quite reliable. 

This issue is quite typical. It contains something about restaurants and hotels 
in Paris. Then it also contains an in-depth discussion of the city outside 
of Paris and a couple of miscellaneous items. If you are going to be in France 
more often now, particularly if you and Donna will be doing some vacation 
traveling outside of Paris, it might be worth the rather pricey subscription 
cost. The annual index is particularly comprehensive. 


Sincerely 



Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


May 13, 1992 


Mr. Denis Loring 
P. 0. Box 363 
New York, NY 10101 

Dear Denis: 

I am sorry, but not surprised, that my answers of 17 and 52 were incorrect. 
You promised to enclose the solution. However, it wasn't in the envelope. 
When you get back, I have a problem for you which is less complex, but still 
amusing. It concerns the dealing of hands from a very small deck of cards. 

Sincerely, 

R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


September 3, 1992 


Mr. Denis Loring 
P. 0. Box 363 
New York, NY 10101 


Dear Denis; 

You asked for a copy of my honors thesis. It is the first time in over forty 
years that anybody has asked me for this, so I am happy to oblige. It does 
not appear that this is going to set a precedent. 

Actually, I am enclosing two items. The first is a paper I wrote while in 
Quine's seminar on mathematical logic, which he gave after the introductory 
course. (Note at the bottom of page 5 my invention of the smiling face symbol 
which has come into popular use since then.) 

The second item is the honors thesis which extends the result of the paper 
to the broader field of very elementary number theory. 

The conclusion is on page 41. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 
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DENIS W. LORING 
BOX 363 

NEW YORK, NY 10101 


R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


September 28, 1994 


Mr. Denis Loring 
P. 0. Box 363 
New York, NY 10101 


Dear Denis: 

Here is a little puzzler that strikes me as being paradoxical or counterintuitive. 

Consider a desk of four cards: the ace of spades, the ace of hearts, the jack 

of diamonds, and the jack of clubs. Shuffle the cards and deal out a hand 

of exactly two cards. If at least one of the cards is an ace, the odds against 
both cards being aces are 4-to-l. However, if one of the cards is the ace 
of hearts, the odds of both cards being aces are only 2-to-l. 

Similar relationships apply in dealing a hand of two cards from decks of three 

aces and three jacks, two aces and three jacks, etc. 


Sincerely. 


R. 
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